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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) production and market conditions of medicinal plants of
farmers 2) knowledge, knowledge resources, and opinions towards medicinal plants of farmers 3) the extension
and extension needs for medicinal plant production of farmers 4) problem, suggestion, strength, weakness,
opportunity, threat, and extension guideline in medicinal plant production of farmers. The population of this
research were 190 farmers who were members of medicinal plant grower group in 8 districts of Krabi in the year
2019. The sample group of 129 people was determined by using Taro Yamane formula with the error value of
0.05 and simple random sampling method. Data were collected by conducting interview and were analyzed by
using statistics such as frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, and standard deviation
and selected 1 farmer group representative from each group with the total number of 9 people to attend focus
group about strength, weakness, opportunity, threat, and extension guideline in medicinal plant production. The
results of this research stated that 1) Farmers grew averagely 7.06 types of medicinal plants ranging from
lemongrass, cumin, galangal respectively. The plants were grown around the house with mixed pattern. The area
that used to grow the plants was either loam or sandy loam soil and mostly used rain as water resource. Most of
the farmers did not use chemical for pest control and sold the fresh produces. They determined the price and
sold the products at the local market. 2) Knowledge about medicinal plants production was at the moderate
level while the knowledge resources in medicinal plants production were at the low level by receiving
information from personal media more than any other source of media. Farmers expressed their opinion on the
benefits of medicinal plants at the high level especially in the aspect of using medicinal plants as food. 3) The
obtaining of knowledge extension about medicinal plants was at the highest level and the extension needs in the
knowledge about medicinal plants was at the high level specifically on the maintenance. 4) Problems regarding
medicinal plants production were at the high level especially in the aspect of production extension such as the
lack of the support regarding plants and seeds and production factors. Farmers’ suggestion were at the high level
especially in the aspect of production extension such as there should be a support in medicinal plants to match
up with the needs of farmers, the support in agricultural equipments, the organization of field trips regarding
production and benefits of medicinal plants. Regarding the strength, it revealed that there was a connection
among processing groups and the establishment of the network group. For weakness, it showed that there was a lack of
continuity in group operation, a lack of knowledge, a lack of water, a lack of market connection, a lack of materials and
equipments. For the opportunity, it stated that there was the agency that supports the knowledge and seedlings as well as
learning crop. In regards to the unmatched of the seedlings to the needs, the support group was stuck with the regulations.
The extension guidelines included the extension of various medicinal plants production, the modification of medicinal
plants production system with other plants, the study of the market, the selling extension in the form of group formation,
the processing extension and knowledge, the field trip organization, seedlings, materials, equipments, network connection
of medicinal plants production group, and health travel group.

Keywords: Extension guideline, Medicinal plant production, Krabi Province
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